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D E S C R l e c  THE PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  /ifl:noxvnj P W I S I C A L  A P P E A H A N C E  

F o l l y  P l a n t a t i o n  i s  loc2ted  f i v e  mi les  south of Staunton on t h e  r.7esc I s i d e  o f  U. S. Route 11. Its domestic complex i s  s e t  conspicuously on a  
r i d g e  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  highway and is reached by an a x i a l  avenue. The 
surrounding t e r r a i n  c o n s i s t s  of r o l l i n g  pas ture land  wi th  wooded h i l l s  
forming a backdrop. The whole combines t o  form one of  t h e  most memorable 
s e t t i n g s  i n  t h e  Shenandoah Valley.  

The f o c a l  po in t  of t h e  complex is t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  J e f f e r s o n i a n  s t y l e  
dwell ing house - a one-story s t r u c t u r e  of  b r i c k  wi th  f u l l  basement. Attache3 
t o  t h e  sou th  s i d e  i s  a  long, low s e r v i c e  wing which, accordicg t o  family 
t r a d i t i o n ,  i s  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p o r t i o n ,  and was used,  i t  is s a i d ,  a s  t h s  family 
dwell ing whi le  t h e  main p a r t  of t h e  house was under cons t ruc t ion .  The inore 
f o m a l  main p a r t  i s  a  symmetrical composition, o r i g i n a l l y  d iv ided  i n t o  four  
p r i n c i p a l  rooms w i t h  c e n t e r  h a l l  and c r o s s  h a l l s .  The facade o r  e a s t  wal l  
i s  f ron ted  by a  t e t r a s t y l e  pedimented p o r t i c o  w i t h  s tuccoed Tuscan colzmns 
and a s imple l u n e t t e  i n  t h e  pediment. The p o r t i c o  f l o o r  i s  supported on 
t a l l  b r i c k  p i e r s  wi thout  a rches .  The gene ra l  propor t ions  of  t h e  po r t i co  a r e  
s o m a ~ h a t  p r o v i n c i a l  and t h e  pediment e n t a b l a t u r e  has no a r c h i t r a v e .  Wide 
wooden s t e p s  l ead  up t o  t h e  p o r t i c o  and handsome i r o n  r a i l i n g s  enc lose  t h e  
s i d e s .  A s i m i l a r  p o r t i c o  i s  l oca ted  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  bu t  i t s  s t e p s  have 
been removed. A t h i r d  p s r t i c o  o r i g i n a l l y  was on t h e  west s i d e  but  it has 
been replaced  by a  wing added i n  1556. 

The e n t r y  door on t h e  e a s t  f r o n t  i s  based on a  modif ied Pa l l ad ian  
t h r e e - p a r t  scheme. Double doors a r e  topped by a  l u n e t t e ,  and f lanked by 
four-pane v e r t i c a l  s i d e l i g h t s .  Vari-colored g l a s s ,  probably a  Vic to r i an  
a d d i t i o n ,  remains i n  some of  t h e  upper s i d e l i g h t s .  The more narrow nor th  
p o r t i c o  has  no s i d e l i g h t s ,  and t h e  s i d e l i g h t s  of  t h e  former west p o r t i c o  a re i  
nori c losed  up wi th  bookcases. 

The house i s  covered by a  deck-on-hip roof w i t h  a  simple wooden 
b a l u s t r a d e  surrounding t h e  deck. The main co rn ice  i s  a  s imple molded b r i c k  
one t y p i c a l  of  Val ley  farmhouses. Enhancing t h e  fo rma l i ty  of t h e  mass a r e  
two s l ende r  i n t e r i o r - e n d  chimneys loca ted  on each o f  t h e  s i d e  wa l l s .  The 
wa l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  v e r y  f i n e  Flemish bond wi th  narrow mor tar  j o i n t s ,  and a re  
i n  3 good s t a t e  of r e p a i r .  Bricks in sc r ibed  "E.T. Saunders,  1820" and "E. 
T.::." a r c  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of  t h e  n o r t h  door.  These i n s c r i p t i o n s  
probably were made by a  mason. 

O r i g i n a l  doors and r.7indows throughout a r e  enframed wi th  l o c u s t  and a r e  
reeded. Corner b locks  w i t h  concen t r i c  c i r c l e s  a r e  found on both  i n t e r i o r  1 
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and e x t e r i o r  t r im.  Tapered f l u t e d  keyblocks ornament t h e  arches above the  
e x t e r i o r  doorways and t h e  c r o s s  h a l l  a rches .  An unusual  u s e  of a  l a r g e r  I 
l i n t e l  over  a  sma l l e r  l i n t e l  i s  found over  t h e  th ree -pa r t  windows f lanking  
t h e  e a s t  p o r t i c o .  Th i s  dev ice  se rves  t o  u n i t e  t h e  s e p a r a t e  elements i n t o  3 
s i n g l e  composition. 

The spac ious  c e n t e r  h a l l  w i t h  an 11'-10" c e i l i n g  has been g iven  a  longer  
v i s t a  by t h e  "end room" i n  t h e  1856 west a d d i t i o n .  This  a r e a ,  approached 
through a s h o r t  h a l l  (once t h e  west ~ o r t i c o ) ,  now se rves  a s  a  bedroom. I n  
t h e  main p a r t ,  t h e  sou theas t  room i s  used  as  a  l i b r a r y  and t h e  no r theas t  
room i s  t h e  p a r l o r .  The archrgay o f  t h e  south  c r o s s  h a l l  was p a r t i a l l y  f i l l e d  
in, i n  1949, and t h e  e a s t  wall of t h e  n o r t h  c ross  h a l l  iias removed circJ. 1900 I 
t o  en la rge  t h e  p a r l o r .  The rnost dominant f e a t u r e s  of  t h e  two ~ r i n c i p a l  r o o m  
a r e  t h e  marble mantels  purchased i n  1821 from William Widdi f ie ld ,  a  Quaker I 
merchant o f  Phi lade lphia .  The more e l a b o r a t e  drawing room mantel  has engag d 
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7 .  
s h e l f .  Both mante ls ,  as  wel l  a s  t h e  marble fac ings  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  bedrooms 
a r e  King of  P russ i a  marble.  

>lost of  t h e  i n t e r i o r  woodwork i s  pa in ted  a deep brobm, and probably was 
o r i g i n a l l y  g ra ined .  Much e a r l y  wood g ra in ing  surv ives  on the  basement r:oodwor . 

The one-and-half-s tory south  wing is f ron ted  by a  Tuscan colonnade which 
has been enclosed wi th  g l ez ing .  The wing conta ins  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  and t h e  presen 
d in ing  roam.(Tne room now used a s  the  l i b r a r y  formerly was t h e  d in ing  room). 
Ttqo bedrooms a r e  loca ted  above. Ishile modif ica t ions  have taken p lace  i n  both  
che wing and t h e  main p a r t  of t h e  house, t h e  e s s e n t i a l  ear ly-r i ineteenth c e n t u r .  
c h a r a c t e r  has not  been d i s tu rbed .  This e a r l y  c h a r a c t e r  i s  g r e a t l y  e~.hnnced by 
a  remarkable c o l l e c t i o n  of  f n i l y  f u r n i t u r e ,  p o r t r a i t s ,  and books. 

i 
I n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  house a r e  s e v e r a l  p ic turesque  o u t b s i l d i n  s ,  

inc luding  a springhouse,  smokehouse and icehouse. The b r i c k  springhouse i s  
f ron ted  by a  quain t  p o r t i c o  and has sca l loped  eaves and a  l a t t i c e  b e l f r y .  
Enhancing t h e  yard a r e  a  number of l a r g e  shade t r e e s  and box bushes, 

Perhaps t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  grounds i s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b r i c  
s e r p e n t i n e  wa l l  wXch encloses  t h r e e  s i d e s  of a  l a r g e  garden a r e a  on t h e  no r th  
s i d z  of  t h e  approaching avenue. A s e c t i o n  of s e rpen t ine  vial1 o r i g i n a l l y  
enclosed the  sou theas t  corner  of t h e  f r o n t  y.ard, and joined i n t o  t h e  iczhouse.  
"L i':e prespnt  p i cke t  fence i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  was i n s t a l l e d  i n  a f t e r  1856, The 

a s e  and f r a i l  n a t u r e .  

I remaining por t ions  o f  s e r p e n t i n e  wa l l  have been r epa i r ed  and r e b u i l t  i n  a  numbe 
o f  p l aces ,  but  o therwise  a r e  i.n a  good s t a t e  of p re se rva t ion  cons ider ing  t h e i r  
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F o l l y  i s  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  and e x c e l l e n t l y  preserved 
J e f f e r s o n i a n  s t y l e  house i n  an unspoiled p l a n t a t i o n  s e t t i n g .  !Jith i t s  
p ic turesque  ou tbu i ld ings ,  old-fashioned gardens,  r a r e  se rpen t ine  w a l l s ,  
and b e a u t i f u l  r o l l i n g  f a m l a n d , E o l l y  presents  a scene t h a t  i s  uniquely 
Virg in ian .  

Cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  house was begun i n  1818 on landholdings be lons ing  
t o  Joseph Smith (1785-1863). \.Jhile t h e  one-story por t icoed  d r ~ e l l i n g  c l e a r l ,  
shows t h e  in f luence  of  Thomas Jef ferson ' s  d i s t i n c t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
Pa l l ad ian  forms, no documentary evidence has come t o  l i g h t  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  
J e f f e r s o n  had a d i r e c t  hand i n  i t s  design.  Smith se rveJ  i n  t h e  1-'ouse of  
& l e g a t e s  i n  1817 and may h z ~ e  had con tac t  w i t h  J e f f e r s o n  i n  t h i s  capac i ty .  
Iie may a l s o  have knorm Colonel James Powell Cocke whose Jefferson-desi-gned 
home, Edgemont, F o l l y  c l o s e l y  resembles.  Smith must c e r t a i n l y  have kno-m. 
J e f f e r s o n ' s  bu i ld ings  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  of  V i r g i n i a ,  where t h e  idea  f o r  
~ o l l y ' s  s e r p e n t i n e  wa l l s  undoubtedly o r i g i n a t e d .  With the  l o s s  of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  wa l l s  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i ty ,  F o l l y ' s  w a l l s  remain t h e  on ly  e a r l y -  
n ine teen th  cen tu ry  example o f  t h i s  unusual form i n  Vi rg in i a .  

F o l l y  has remained i n  the  ownership of Joseph Smith's descendants  t o  
t h e  p resen t  day. Following h i s  dea th  i n  1863, the  p l a n t a t i o n  passed t o  h i s  
granddaughter ,  E l i zabe th  (Mrs. James C. ~ o c h r a n ) .  The p resen t  otmer, 
Joseph Smith Cochran, Jr . ,  grandson of James and E l i z a b e t h  Cochran, i n h e r i t  
F o l l y  i n  1943. Farming ope ra t ions  a r e  continued on t h e  p rope r ty  a l though 
wheat, t h e  primary c rop  throughout t h e  n ine teen th  century ,  is no longer  
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